The Young Scientists of Aus-
tralia (YSA) are a group of
young people ranging from
high school students to uni-
versity graduates, science
nuts to music students.

We are dedicated to the pro-
motion of science in a friend-
ly, social environment, and
our members stretch across
the country. Our four chap-
ters in Melbourne, Sydney,
Brisbane, and Adelaide and
have approximately 1000
members.

We regularly meet for social
events and are actively in-
volved in the staffing of sev-
eral science schools nation-
wide. We also appear in sci-

ence shows, promote science
to students, assist at univer-
sity open days and generally
try to figet scie
thereo.

If any of the above inter-
ests you and you are not
already a member, head
to our website or contact
one of our executive
committee members for
more detailed infor-
mation.

It takes people to organ-
ize AND people to attend
for YSA to work. Offer
any ideas and sugges-
tions at committee meet-
ings or simply help make
the day by coming along
to one of the social
events. Feel free to bring
friends, as
clusive!
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HIGHLIGHTS OF
2013-2014

YSA Melbourne has really taken this to a new level. Not only were we involved in workshops,
market stalls and talks for National Science Week, but we also ran the Sale Science Spectacular
for a rural audience. We also ran tours at Melbourne, Monash University, Swinburne, Deakin &
RMIT Universities for open days and provided our expertise to help LEAP into Sciences develop
their programs. YSA Melbourne has been an active and leading voice in the community promot-
ing science, and also was able to deliver science right into the classroom.

YSA Melbourne is again working with primary schools to run a program where we took universi-

ty students studying science straight into the classrooms at primary schools. For a lesson a

week for each class from Years 3 1 4, the YSA Melbourne Science Mentors organized lessons and
workshops with their teacher partners and helped present them to the

classes. Previously YSA Melbourne has worked with the girls school Lau-

riston, but in 2013 we have worked on a 2 term long pilot program with

Trinity Grammar School.

YSA Melbourne built on its previous skills
and materials to help another cohort of
students learn about complex science in
a fun and simple way, whilst developing
teachers abilities.

Once again YSA Melbourne continued to grow and support the
various programs of the Science Experience across Victoria.
This YSA Melbourne provided volunteer student mentors for
Monash Clayton, Swinburne and the new Penshurst Volcanoes
Discovery Centre and also provided workshops and training for
Melbourne University. These programs are great ways to help
young people get their hands dirty with cool experiments, meet
new friends who love science just like them and find out about
pathways into science. YSA Mel bour
ners did a great job in helping these programs and expand and
reach so many young minds across the state.




We pulled out all the stops this year for our members. We
created membership cards, a new YSA Tuition Network to

link high school students with older & wiser members,
and the brand new weekly
vided more opportunities than ever for you to get in-
volved and help to change the lives and perceptions of
people all around Australia. We even provided a travel
subsidy for NatCon!

sci

To keep up with the changing times, YSA pursued a proactive
strategy to better manage our media distribution and online
presence. A weekly Facebook posting schedule was created to
revolutionise how we engage our members and also the wide-

spread public. We invested in brave new paid Facebook promo-
tional campaign that greatly increased our reach and engage-
ment.

YSA Melbourne reached withering heights this year with fan-
tastic new additions to its events folio. The standout event of

the year year was the YSA Melbourne Open Day, where we opened
up our doors to the community and invited members of the public to

find out more about all of the great activities, events and opportuni-

ties offered by the organization. We played an integral role in the
organisation and delivery of the 2014 Youth ANZAAS program

for high school students from across Australia & New Zealand.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

e Opening Balance $9,123.46 + $2,463
in assets.

e Closing Balance $9,930.75 +

$2,981.67 in assets

Profit of $753.94 (excluding liabilities)

1 $2666.39 spent on Socials

SOCIALS STATISTICS

Average price per social: $15
Average Attendance: 30
Highest Attendance: 71
Lowest Attendance: 20
Number of medals awarded:15
Number of Meals served: 953
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2013—-2014

PRESIDENT

Hello lovely readers! My name is Ricardo and | have been
your President for the 2013  -2014 year. | joined YSA over
seven years ago, and ever since, | have been in constant
awe of this community of passionate and enthusiastic peo-
ple. |1 6ve seen this organisation
and through leaps and bounds transform into the profes-
sional and reputable organisation that exists today. When
s U M M A R Y this year started, it was my hope to work with the talented
team you see below to bring science to the community,
and make a real difference to the lives and perspectives of
e Great team with a young people across Australia. Now at the end of the term,
ixt F we have achieved all of this, and even more. | feel tremen-
mixture of young dously proud and privileged to have been able to serve
and old. you, and thank you for joining myself and the executive
committee in shaping YSA into an organisation that we can
o all be truly proud of. The future of our humble organization
: !_OtS of excitin g is bright, and with the support of you, the members, there
ideas and pro- is no limit to what we can achieve together.

jects.

o Bringing the sci-
ence to everyday VICE PRESIDENT

activities.
Hi everyone! |1 &dm Lucy, and 10dve
. around 7 years now, on the executive for close to 6 years,
« Committee mem- most recently as your 2013 -2014 Vice Presiden
bers of all levels L currently a fourth year student at Monash University, stud-
|eading their own o P ‘ ol ying Materials Engineering and Linguistics. Stepping into a
: ! o new role during this most recent YSA year has been a new
prOJects. chall enge, one that | 6ve thoroug
the year, |l 6ve endeavoured to us
(and the ones | learned on the fly!) to not only successfully
Kahuna Monashdés January TCSE, b u
isation get involved with many new projects, outreach op-
portunities, and activities. Add
strides in making the most of the opportunities we were
already fortunate enough to have. | am very proud of not
only this yeards exceptional exe
what every member of the YSA community has achieved. It
is, as always, a pleasure to be a part of it.

SECRETARY

Hi everyone. My name is Emily and |
the | ast executive term. I d&dm current
science and technology at the William Angliss Institute. My role in

is to keep you receiving emails about our wonderful events. So if

for any reason you are not getting

email address please let me know so | can change it for you. This
year | have tried to work out how we can get more memberships
and provide support to our lovely MWOPS.




TREASURER

Hi ! |l &m James, currently at Monash University
your treasurer, | have been exploring the wonderful world of accounting to collect and
distribute our magical treasures so we can run all the things. | have been involved in

many science outreach based events throughout the year, indulging my passion for sci-
ence communication and teaching. Outside of YSA, | tinker with electronics, play in an
orchestra and hide in theatres. If there is anything | can ever help you with, please feel
free to say hi to me at a social!

SOCIAL COORDINATOR

Hi |l 6m Genevieve (aka Gen) and this year
am currently studying second year Biomedical Engineering at Swinburne, which combines
my love for biology and physics. This year | had an effort to involve more people in the or-
ganisation and running of socials, so that at the end of my term there would be people able
to run social events in the future. As well as fulfilling my duties and responsibilities as So-
cial Coordinator, | was Kahuna of Swinburne TCSE 2013 and played a supporting role in
Monash TCSE 2014.

EDITOR

Hi my name is Camille Acufia and for the past 12 months | have been the editor for YSA Mel-
bourne! During this time | have been the creator of Membrane and updating it with members
articles since September 2013. | was also a part of the science show team during The Sci-
ence Experience, helped record some of Lagrange Point, and helped at various outreach pro-
grams.

WEBMASTER

Greetings Comrades. I am Al exander: Webmaster of
into space in an existential haze, 106m paradoxic
ously questioning its merit. | play piano, flute, build robots as well as organise things. |,

like many others in this great organisation, have a deep love of science, particularly in the
field of physics. As Webmaster | was responsible for upkeep of ysa.org.au/Melbourne.




SUMMARY

Great team with a
mixture of young
and old.

Lots of exciting
ideas and pro-
jects.

Bringing the sci-
ence to everyday
activities.

Committee mem-
bers of all levels
leading their own
projects.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

2013—-2014

SCIENCE LIAISON

Il 6m Amel i a, Science Liaison f
co-ordinate between YSA and outside organisations to
create awesome opportunities for our members! Over the

|l ast year, |l 6ve represented YSA

ordinating Committee of the Science Experience, and
helped run several events such as the Sale Science Spec-

tacular, and the Trinity Scienc
exciting to be a part of the networking and organisational

side of YSA, even i f | wasnodt a
events in person. Hopefully these programs and our in-

volvement will continue for many years to come!

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

It's been truly fantastic to be part of this great organisa-
tion in my tenth year in the organisation. I've been happy
to take a step back and let a new generation take the
charge, whilst working on many different projects and
roles. I've been working on extensively on delivering the
fantastic podcast project for over 1 year together with
Lauren. | also wrote, cooked and ran the sixth Murder
Mystery, provided guidance to our science shows and as-
sisted YSA work with external organisations like ANZAAS.
It's been so great to see how the organisation has
evolved over the years and | look forward to where it
goes in the future.

MWOP

Hey YSA-er s ! |l &m Lauren, a second tinm
lypse surviving YSA Melbourne Committee of 2013 -2014. 1 am
currently in my second year of university at Monash complet-

ing a Bachelor of Science and | have been a part of the YSA

for 4 years now. | was a Gopher for Monash TCSE and was

Kahuna for Penshurst TCSE in this YSA term, as well as being
a consistent presenter on the podcast Lagrange Point. | have
participated in writing articles, running socials and been a part

of many amazing projects set forth by this committee 3




MwoOP

Heya everyone! Il dm Stephanie and | 62014olarecue f
rently studying Arts and Languages at Monash. Much of my study is focused on Psy-

chol ogy (which most certainly is a sciencel).
ything French. I&e been a member of YSA for almost 5 years, and this is my first

time being a part of the Executive Committee. | love using my time on committee to

develop some awesome new initiatives to benefit you, our amazing members. | aim
to be involved in YSA as much as | can in order to see it continually grow and
evolve.

MWOP

Hey there, Il 6m Harl ey and I 6m a first ti me
12, and in between studying | 6m usually pla
(which youéll find me constantly doing) or
theatre and am hoping to get into an Arts/Science double degree next year. |

absolutely adore being a part of YSA, and aside from all of the amazing socials,

my favourite thing to do is staff at The Science Experiences we are asked to pro-

vide volunteers for at various universities.

MWOP

12 months ago, | nominated myself for the MWOP position, hoping to be more in-

volved in YSA (following a 5 year absence),
assisted in TSCEs in 2 states, attended Natcon in Brisbane, created a zine of our blog
Membrane, and ran a Facebook ad campaign that reached 10,000 people (some of

you may have seen it!). | currently run the YSA Facebook page, and have just start-

ed up our Twitter! I 6m |l ooking forward t

long into the future.

MWOP

Hi everyone! | &m Moni que and | é6m a MWOP.
Monash University doing Aerospace Engineering and Science. Some of my

hobbies are playing violin and clarinet in orchestra, drawing, gymnastics

and solving puzzles. Over this executive term I've done many different

things with YSA, some big, some small. | was on the leadership team for

the 2014 Monash TCSE. | ran an egg drop for Science Discovery Day at
Melbourne University. | was head of department for marketing and net-
working for our first ever YSA Open Day. | also helped design your shiny
new membership cards and | even got to write some articles for the blog
and do a few podcasts!




SUMMARY

Thank you to you
our members for
an incredible
year.

We have brought
science into our
communities.

Much hard work
by a great com-
mittee meant ex-
cellent results.

YSA is a respect-
ed name in the
science commu-
nity.

We are not only
secure but look-
ing to expand
further.

We're moving in-
to new areas.

There is even
more on the
horizon with
more community
engagement and
empowering a
new generation.

PRESIDENT’S FOREWORD

Twelve months ago, we gathered at our An-
nual General Meeting as a group of talented
and dedicated young people, and we spoke
of many exciting new ideas, events and di-
rections for YSA Melbourne. We spoke of
bold plans to revolutionise our online pres-
ence, new initiatives to bring science out
into the community, and brand new services
for members to make the experiences of our
membership better than ever. As the execu-
tive year winds up, we are able to look back
and see just how far
have we accomplished all of our ambitious
aims and goals for the last 12 months, but
we also have achieve the successful under-
taking of further projects, involvements and
initiatives. Oof cour
easy; we have had to work incredibly hard
to accomplish so much. However, this grand
effort would not have been possible, if it
were not for the hard work and dedication of
you, the members.

When this term started, a group of coura-
geous and eager members of our communi-
ty were elected into office. We had many
young members who took up the challenge
to serve their organization for the first time,
and brought with them new ideas and the
desire for learning and growth. We also had
older members returning for another round
in the ring, keen to share their wisdom with
the younger generation, and give back to
the community that had supported them
over the years. Together as a team we
worked hard, learnt from each other, and
were able to accomplish so much in such a
short amount of time. Words cannot de-
scribe how proud | a
achievements and dedication, however this
annual report will attempt to encapsulate
their success across a variety of endeav-
ours.

We are a science organization through and
through, but we dono
We are part of a community, along with
schools, families, universities and workplac-
es. YSA Melbourne spent time this year in-
teracting and engaging with the rest of our
community and helping them see that sci-
ence was not just something for us to do,

but instead something we all shared. This
included great programs and collaborations
with partnership organisations including
CSRIO, the Science Schools Foundation, the
Australian & New Zealand Association of the
Advancement of Science, LEAP into Scienc-
es, the Australian Science Communicators,
the Victorian Life Sciences Computational
Initiative, as well as an ever
universities and schools around Victoria.

-growing list of

I am most proud of our achievements in
changing peopl eds
Through our science outreach projects we
have been able to accomplish some incredible
feats and have a real impact on the communi-
ty locally in Melbourne, and also out in rural
and regional Victorian communities. One core
initiative was the continuation of our pilot pro-
gram to bring science mentors into the class-
room, where we were able to empower a gen-
eration of 100 young students and 4 teachers
over the course of a semester. We hope to
follow this up with another successful program
in 2015. Another standout involvement was
National Science Week 2013, where we assist-
ed with Australiads
ence and its role in society. Our involvements
ranged from providing engaging volunteers to
staff CSIRO stalls at the Victorian market, to
coordinating the Sale Science Spectacular
event, where we engaged over 700 primary
students from a rural community in a series of
hands on activities, science demonstrations
and workshops.

This year, we wanted to place a larger focus
on engaging and inspiring regional communi-
ties in science. We acknowledged the con-
straints of geography and available resources,
and pledged to make a difference. Partnering
up with LEAP into Sciences, we to delivered
outreach events in Wantirna for over 200 stu-
dents. We were also proud to assist in Pilot
Program of the Penshurst Volcanoes Discovery
Centre Science Experience, a residential pro-
gram for year 9/10 students. This was of
course in addition to the aforementioned Sale
outreach event.

percep

bigg



| am also proud of our own grass
tives. The committee took upon bold new projects such as
the YSA Open Day 2014, which informed members of the
public of all of the great opportunities and events on offer.

It was an ambitious project, with high aims, however the
committee came together, with assistance from members
of the community, to pull off a spectacular event including
an array of open -day style stalls featuring the different
aspects of the organization, a special live show of our pod-
cast show Lagrange Point, and also the grand National
Trivia Night event. Our proactive marketing campaign es-
tablished ourselves as a recognized name in the science
communications industry, and earned us several expres-
sions of interest from other fellow science organisations.
But this is just the tip of the iceberg. The are so many in-
credible projects that have been taken on from the launch
of our new science blog to the five Science Experience pro-
grams we assisted with, to a new membership card re-
gime, to a new online presence strategy, to an outstanding
amount of social events and more. Our committee and

-roots projects and initia-

membership base have worked hard and contributed many
hours and late nights, to achieve more than | can ever re-
member in the last 7 years. | am proud of how we have
worked together so well, and | must thank all who have
been involved, in particular the senior members who have
helped train up a new generation to have the skills and
experience the need to be the future leaders of the YSA
community.

As the clock ticks over on this executive term, one commit-
teeds time will draw to a cl
committee of dedicated young leaders will rise to take up
the challenge for the next 12 months. As YSA Melbourne
continues to change and grow, these people will take the
reigns and steer us into the future. On the horizon, there
are many exciting plans and prospective projects, new and
exciting social events, greater collaboration with our part-
nership organisations, and the return of the YSA Ball. We
have started the ball rolling on constitutional reform to re-
structure the executive structure to better suit the require-

Our 2013 to 2014 Committee
(L to R) Lauren Cracknell, Monique McLennan, Alexander Tashevski Beckwith, Stephanie Terlato, Ricardo Cannizzaro, Lucy
Caine, James Salamy, Emily Reinhard, Genevieve Lacey, Timothy Newport, Amelia Wales
Not Pictured: Camille Acuna, Justin Sorbello, Harley Motteram

ments of this day and age, which entails the creation of
two new positions to curate our generated content, and to
manage our communications. There will be much to ac-
complish in the future, and a new generation of leaders will
be there to lead the charge. We would love you to be
amongst them.

We have an extensive committee that has been busily
working hard this year on delivering the best they can for
the organization. We have a
cardo Cannizzaro, Lucy Caine, James Salamy and Emily
Reinhard. The Secretariat handles the upper level opera-
tions and day -to-day business of the committee. They or-
ganize meetings, ensures tasks get done, run the finances
and set the direction of the organization. They also are
responsible for training and assisting the rest of the com-
mittee.

sponsible for areas the organization has deemed critical.

They look over these areas and ensure our members get
the full benefit of our socials, publications, science events
and website.

Finally, the Members Without Portfolio (MWOPS), Monique
McLennan, Timothy Newport, Lauren Cracknell, Stephanie
Terlato, and Harley Motteram do not have a specific area
but provide help where able. The MWOPs were rotated

S e cthreughahe vaddus secfiohsoopthe Eammmitteie and théy alR i -

assisted and learnt about the way each different section
operates. They also assisted with our subcommittees.

Two subcommittees were formed under this committee,
TCSE and The Ball. These two subcommittees were made
up of members and non  -members of the committee and
worked on specific projects. In addition, a number of posi-
tions we elected by co  -option for specific engagements

Our Portfolio holders, Genevi e vsuchbsSwiabprne TCSEMRehshuest TEBSEUNE#ONal Sci-

Amelia Wales and Alexander Tashevski -Beckwith are re-

ence Week, and The YSA University Open Day Tours.




